Ectopic pregnancy surveillance, United States, 1970-1987.
In 1987, both the rate of hospitalizations due to ectopic pregnancy and the number of women hospitalized increased from those reported in 1986. Although ectopic pregnancy represented 1.7% of all pregnancies in 1987, complications of this condition accounted for 12% of all maternal deaths in that year. The case-fatality rate was 3.4 deaths per 10,000 ectopic pregnancies, a decline of 30% from the rate of 4.9 deaths reported in 1986, and a 90% decline from the 35.5 deaths per 10,000 ectopic pregnancies reported in 1970. Although the racial gap decreased slightly in 1987, the risk of ectopic pregnancy remained 1.4 times higher for women of black and other minority races than for white women. The risk of death from this condition remained 1.8 times higher for women of black and other minority races.